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NOTES AND REVIEWS

Ancient Life in the American Southwest. By Edgar L.
Hewett. (The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1930. 392 pp. with
maps and illustrations)
Greater in scope than the title indicates, the author
presents charmingly the history, philosophy and achievements of the American aborigines, by dwelling in particular
upon the life of the Pueblo Indians and their ancestors, as
he knows them better and more completely, perhaps, than
any other living authority. The book, in typography, binding, and illustrations is a credit to the great publishing firm
at whose request Dr. Hewett compiled the volume, although
it also carries out a lifetime ambition to put together the
results and findings of his own research work, that of his
predecessors, and as far as possible, that of his contemporaries, in the field of American anthropology and archaeology, to which he has given more than thirty years. He
has at least, and at last, made a beginning, although his previous publications comprise many monographs, reports and
articles on the same subject, and further volumes from his
pen may be expected.
The publishers state in a prospectus: "He (the
author) shuns the spectacular statements of the archaeological spellbinders and follows always the uncompromising
course of the scientist, but to this study of facts and his report of investigations he brings the joy of the poet and the
imagination of the artist. For him the Southwest is a
pageant of nature and man in which natural history and
human history are inseparable. For him the scattered remnants of Indian communities living in the Southwest are the
descendants of a people 'as imaginative, as gentle, as harmonious as any that have ever existed on this planet.'''
The volume is dedicated "To all the old camp-fire Companions," and he pays graceful acknowledgment of indebt105
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edness to such as Alice C. Fletcher, William H. Holmes,
John Wesley Powell, Frederick Ward Putnam, Adolph
Bandelier, J. Walter Fewkes, Edward Naville and Louis
Wuarin who presaged much that in these latter days is
being proclaimed as new and startling discovery.
It is to reconstruct from the available material the life
and times of the ancient people of the Southwest, that the
author essayed the task of writing a book which would give
to the average reader a virile account of a subject that has
been made technical by a nomenclature and confusing
minutiae which too often obscure the subject matter. The
plan of the book is set forth as follows: Part I, a summary
of Indian culture history as it is now known to students of
the American native race; Part II, with a similar treatment
of the Indian communities of the Southwest, c0ncerning
which every statement is verifiable or the contrary, since a
considerable body of Pueblo Indians survive and live the
ancient life; Part III deals mainly with the ruins of towns
that flourished and passed out of existence without having
been seen by a member of the whole race, of which there
was not a survivor when the Spanish occupation began
nearly four centuries ago; towns of which not a scrap of
contemporary literature exists. In addition, the story is
told of towns and provinces that have passed into the archaeological realm during the period of recorded history-a
process that may be called archaeology in the making. It
must be remembered that the author has been foremost in
the excavation of the pre-Spanish sites on the Pajarito
Plateau, in the Jemez valley and plateau, at the magnificent
site of Quirigua, in Guatemala, in the exploration on foot
and on horseback of the other archaeological fields of Central America, Mexico, and the entire Southwest; that he has
visited and studied the classic as well as Oriental sites, paying especial attention to life in the desert; that he brings to
his work the maturity of years and the ripeness of a kindly
philosophy; that he has been a teacher at whose feet have
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sat many of the men now prominent in American archaeology, and that he commands a style that is clear-cut and
convincing. The day will undoubtedly come when the book,
emerging from clouds of present-day controversy, will be
regarded as a classic. For the present, it should serve as a
text-book in schools and universities in which living knowledge is prized above the dry bones of technical details, important as the latter may be. To everyone at all interested
in the history and culture of humanity and to those to whom
the Southwest is a treasure-house of romance and life, the
volume is indispensable, while to the casual reader also it is
bound to prove a source of delight.-P. A. F. W.

The Santa Fe Trail. By R. L. Duffus. (Longmans,
Green and Co., 1930. 283 pp. with illustrations, bibliography, and index)
Robert Luther Duffus, the author of this newest of the
line that began with Gregg's "Commerce of the Prairies,"
brought to his task experience and considerable fame as a
writer on historical phases of American Life. He had the
advantage of those who wrote of the romance of the Santa
Fe Trail before this in having new sources that had not been
known or accessible to previous writers. He has thus
brought together much material that was scattered widely
and presents it in chronological and proper sequence. His
style gives the narrative vividness and color. The heroism
of those who made the Trail and those who conquered the
West for American exploitation and enterprise are made
real, the glamor of the pioneer days is convincing. The
statistics presented tell a real story. The author logically
refers to the pre-Spanish days when tides of migration
swept over the Southwest, bringing them up to Coronado's
epoch-making march and Onate's final conquest of the Rio
Grande valley, when with four hundred men, eighty-three
wagons and seven thousand head of cattle, the Spanish colonizer laid the foundations for the Hispanic culture that pre-

108

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

vailed at the time that the first enterprising Yankees, a hundred and more years ago, definitely broke the Trail from the
Missouri to Santa Fe and Taos. Those early days were
even richer than the later ones in the romance of struggle
for the possession of a province which was deemed much
richer than it was actually found to be. Then came the efforts of the French to establish trade with, and to gain
foothold on, the Rio Grande, just a passing phase, but as
interesting, perhaps, as any other, for behind it lay intrigues that reached into European capitals. It was toward
the end of the eighteenth century that Taos leaped into fame'
as a trading point as much sought after as Santa Fe. Who
wouldn't be stirred by the author's delightful account when
he writes:
To Taos the beautiful, high under the chilly peaks of
the Sangre de Cristo, amid its green meadows, watered by
icy streams, came also the mountain trappers with their
rich stores of beaver. Up from Chihuahua rode the crafty
merchants of Mexico with imported goods from Spain and
with great silver dollars which were prized as ornaments
among the Navajos. They were not legally permitted to sell
firearms to the Indians but if they did not, human nature in
New Mexico was different from what it was at other points
along the long Indian frontier. From EI Paso came a wine
which was described as quite as good as any of the Spanish
imported vintages, and there was also the "brandy of the
Pass", and little Taos had its own famous brand of "lightning," highly esteemed for potency if not for flavor. We
may imagine the glowing spectacle when half a dozen varieties of Indians in multi-colored blankets and head-dresses,
a scattering of Frenchmen and later of Americans, and all
the possible gradations of Mexicans and Spanish, assembled
in this lovely valley at the foot of the great range. This was
the golden age of Taos, when here were concentrated the
money and the merriment, the drinking and the singing, the
wooing and the fighting, of twelve months of lonely and
dangerous life and an empire of wilderness. The crown
was soon to pass to Santa Fe. Had it not done so we should
now be talking, not of the Santa Fe Trail, but of the Taos
Trail. And men did cling tenaciously for a long time to the
habit of going to Santa Fe by way of Taos. After the Taos
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fair was over, the merchants took .their accumulations of
goods and went south in a great caravan, hundreds of
burros moving in a cloud of dust, muleteers shouting, bells
on the leaders jingling, to attend the annual January fair
at Chihuahua. They could ride contentedly, too, to the
jingling of money bags, for their profits, owing partly to an
ingenious system of accounting, by which a "dollar" might
mean eight, six, four or only two reales, were large. They
bought with the cheaper variety of dollars and sold for the
dearer. By this ingenious method they every year drained
New Mexico and its satellite regions of the greater portion
of their wealth. Attempts were made to limit their takings
by fixing legal equivalents in barter, but these regulations,
like similar ones everywhere and always, failed.
And thus the author draws one complete picture after
another, fascinating and full of life, luscious and rich. No
library which gives proper recognition to history can do
without it, while here in the Southwest, "The Santa Fe
Trail," by Duffus, should have a place in every school house
and in every home.-P. A. F. W.
The editor is very unhappy in calling attentio;n to corrections which are necessary in the last issue of the REVIEW.
Mexico City proved to be too far away to exercise close
supervision in the proof reading, the printing office was
being moved from Santa Fe to Albuquerque and the force
was being reorganized. The result was fit matter for a
New Year's resolution, and we hope that this will be evident
in the present issue.
The introductory pages for Volume V, in revised form,
are herewith furnished, and the following corrections in the
text should be noted:
Vol. V, p. 333, note 1, line 2, read comentario y memoria
p. 334, note 2, line 2, read chronista
p. 385, line 3 of note, read northern Tiwa group
p. 387, line 22, for caravans read caravan
p. 388, line 12, for who read whom
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394, line 21, for charges read charged
404, under signature, read Custodio
407, lines 9 and 10 are transposed
409, lines 11-12, delete editorial comment-Gamio's reference, of course, was to the "Pyramids'" in the northeastern part of the Valley of Mexico and not to old
Tenochtitlan.
p. 411, line 14, read July 19

